

ADOPTED 6/12/18


Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Love, Hazouri, Morgan, Newby, Anderson, Dennis and Becton:


RESOLUTION 2018-361-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE RIVER CITY SCIENCE ACADEMY ROCKETS SCIENCE OLYMPIAD TEAM ON WINNING THE FLORIDA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP AND COMPETING AT THE NATIONAL SCIENCE OLYMPIAD CHAMPIONSHIP IN COLORADO; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Science Olympiad is a competition for elementary, middle, and high school students organized into regional and state competitions for middle and high school students and a separate elementary competition for local school districts as requested.  Teams that compete are comprised of up to 15 students, led by a Science Olympiad coordinator and event coordinators, who compete in 23 different events in the fields of physics, chemistry, earth space science, biology and engineering; and


WHEREAS, students engage in hands-on, interactive, inquiry-based activities that are lab-based (requiring students to complete a lab activity during the competition), research-based (which encourage students to prepare research materials prior to the competition and use them in the event), or prebuilt (engineering events in which students build a device to accomplish a task or goal and the device is tested onsite at the competition). Small groups from each team perform a variety of challenges and the scores from the individual events are totaled to determine the overall competition champion; and


WHEREAS, River City Science Academy’s Science Olympiad team is made of five 9th grade students, five in 8th grade and five in 7th grade, coached by Ahmet Dastan, RSCA’s Science Olympiad coordinator, and this year’s RSCA Rockets, using the skills they have honed in practice sessions after school hours and every Saturday since last September, won the North Florida regional tournament in Gainesville, besting 7 teams to reach the state finals; and

WHEREAS, at the recent competition at the University of Central Florida in Orlando, the Rockets emerged victorious from among 42 competitors to win the Florida State Science Olympiad Championship and earn a trip to the national finals hosted by Colorado State University; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the River City Science Academy Rockets for their victories in the North Florida Regional and Florida State championships of the Science Olympiad.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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